Increasing International Awareness at University of California, Davis

The faculty senate and higher administration of the University of California, Davis, believe that fostering a strong and continuing awareness of international events, people, and places is of critical importance to the development of science and technology in the 21st century.   A 2005 Task Force report on “Internationalization of the UCD Curriculum”, prepared for the UCD Academic Senate, strongly states the need for an increased number of international student exchanges.   The Chancellor of the Davis campus, Larry Vanderhoef has stated on many occasions that he wishes that every UC Davis student could have the opportunity to study abroad.   For these reasons, the University of California and the Davis campus have developed a broad array of funded programs and organizational infrastructure that is designed to enhance the international consciousness and appreciation of our students, faculty and researchers.  In our proposed work, we will leverage these programs and this organizational infrastructure to enhance the international experiences of our proposal team and our international partners. In particular, we will work with these program offices to obtain funding and opportunities for our students, faculty and researchers that would not be possible under NSF support alone.


For example, one of these is the UC Davis Education Abroad Center (EAC), whose mission is driven by the belief that international experiences are transformational for UCD students, and enhance community and diversity at UC Davis.  Through academic integration of coursework, internships and experiential learning, the EAC strive to promote internationalization of the campus for all students, faculty and staff.  The EAC assists all UC Davis students realize their goal of studying, working or volunteering abroad.  Of particular relevance to iSERVO are the reciprocal educational exchanges available to both undergraduate and graduate students through the 40-year-old, UC-wide Education Abroad Program (EAP).     EAP, which is the largest reciprocity-based study abroad program in the United States, has fee-waiver agreements with approximately 100 institutions in over 30 countries, including many of the iSERVO partner institutions in Australia, China, and Japan.   A complete list of EAP partner institutions is shown at http://eap.ucop.edu/eap/country/.  All students participating in EAP earn course credit towards degree requirements at their home university though they are enrolled at a university abroad.  EAP is actively working towards an increased participation of undergraduate and graduate students from Physical Science and Engineering departments.   Therefore, iSERVO could be an ideal program for furthering EAP’s current goals of the Academic Integration of study abroad course work for University of California students.  ISERVO would work closely with EAP to enable students from our partner institutions to spend up to a year studying at iSERVO partner campuses at Davis, Santa Cruz, and Irvine.   Additionally, our international partner institutions would send their students to the Davis, Santa Cruz, and Irvine campuses as part of EAP’s reciprocal exchange agreements.

Another such system-wide program is the Pacific Rim Research (PRRP) program run by the University of California.  The PRRP promotes the study of the Pacific Rim as a distinctive region. For the purposes of this program, the term "Pacific Rim" encompasses all areas and nations that border the Pacific Ocean, including Southeast Asia, the Pacific islands, and Pacific Latin America. Recognizing that the interaction of peoples and states in the region has generated new issues of common concern, the Program places priority on research that is new, specific to the region, and collaborative -- reaching across national boundaries and bridging academic disciplines. This year, the PRRP is soliciting proposals in the following categories: 1) Research Projects, 2) Workshop and Planning Grants, and 3) Faculty Development Grants. One-year grants in 2004-05 ranged from $3,000 to $42,500. The PRRP expects to fund grants totaling approximately $650,000 in 2005-2006.


In addition to the proposed workshops, visitor, student, faculty and researcher exchanges planned in the proposed work, specific examples of how the UCD campus will enhance international awareness through this proposal include:

· UCD PI Rundle is also formally a member of the research group chaired by Professor Mitsuhiro Matsu'ura of the University of Tokyo for computational work on the Earth Simulator of Japan, one of the 3 most powerful computers in the world.  Rundle will organize and lead US students and researchers in mini-workshops in Japan that will use the Earth Simulator for computations of Virtual California and Virtual Japan, two major earthquake simulation codes under development for earthquake forecasting and prediction.  Rundle is also a member of the Science Board for AcCESS, a computational Earth Science initiative under the direction of Professor Peter Mora of the University of Queensland, Australia (http://www.access.edu.au/frames.htm).  Rundle will lead and organize similar groups to the AcCESS site in Brisbane, to work directly with the Australians in the development of their earthquake simulation codes.

· UCD Co-I Schiffman is the Director of the UC Davis Education Abroad Center and the Chair of EAP’s Council of Campus Directors for the University of California’s Office of the President.   In this capacity, Schiffman has been working towards the goal of increasing the participation of Physical Science and Engineering students in study abroad programs for the University of California.   ISERVO would provide a unique forum for promoting exchange of undergraduates in Earth Sciences, Computer Sciences, and Engineering between UC Davis and our EAP partner institutions in the Pacific Rim.  

