Dear Professor Fox:

I am pleased to collaborate with your proposal, “Earthquakes, Tsunamis, and the International Solid Earth Research Virtual Observatory”, which is being submitted to NSF’s Partnerships for International Research and Education program. This effort addresses critical research on issues of societal importance.  
The ChinaGrid project, and Realcourse Grid in particular, will work with you on developing an iSERVO framework that is compatible with the Cyberinfrastructure (e-infrastructure) being developed by many large Grid projects in a context set by the Global Grid Forum, WS-I and other interoperability activities. As a result of this cooperation, heterogeneous data resources from around the Asia Pacific will be accessible for education, analysis and simulations on Grid-linked compute resources and this will be linked to a global collaboration environment. The Grid community will benefit from this experience as the project directly benefits international scientific education, research and disaster response.
Our Realcourse Grid already has 20 nodes distributed among 12 major cities in China and the servers collectively hold more than 200 courses with more than 2500 hours of video lectures (including the one you gave when you visited last summer). We are observing more than 10,000 open users from the universities all over China every day. As I see that the integration of our distributed repository with the real-time collaboration tools of your project will contribute to the harmony and prosperity of global civilization as envisaged in the Beijing Forum last year.
We wish you the best of luck with your proposal.
Sincerely yours,
LI Xiaoming
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