Professor Geoffrey Fox

Pervasive Technology Labs
Indiana University
601 East Kirkwood Avenue, Room 116
Bloomington, IN 47405-1223

Dear Professor Fox:

I am very excited to hear of your project “Earthquakes, Tsunamis, and the International Solid Earth Research Virtual Observatory” and I would like to work with you to explore collaboration with the TeraGrid project.  As we move into the operational stages of TeraGrid this year one of our major initiatives is something we call “Science Gateways.”  These are communities of scientists, educators, and engineers that want to provide access to TeraGrid resources by building a “gateway” between their Grid, or community, and TeraGrid.  Sometimes this gateway takes to form of a portal that allows their community of users to access their scientific tools, which run on TeraGrid resources as services.  In other cases, such as access to TeraGrid data resources, there may be direct connections.  

Many of our gateway partner projects are similar to yours in that we are attempting to apply high-performance information infrastructure to urgent societal needs, including support for response to various forms of catastrophic events.  Among our other gateway projects, we have one involving flood modeling that is being led by a consortium from the university of Texas, Oak Ridge and Purdue.  Another gateway effort involves disaster management and is led by a team from Argonne and Los Alamos.   And the LEAD gateway project involves predicting severe storms such as hurricanes and tornadoes.  Hence collaboration with your effort is natural for us.  In addition, your connection to the Asia-Pacific communities such as the China National Grid represents an important international collaboration from which we can all profit.

Sincerely,

Charlie Catlett, Executive Director of the TeraGrid project

University of Chicago and Argonne National Laboratory

