Dr. Geoffrey Fox

Dept. of Computer Science

Indiana University, Bloomington

IN 47405, USA

Fax: +1-812-856-7972

Dear Professor Fox:

I am pleased to support your proposal, “Earthquakes, Tsunamis, and the International Solid Earth Research Virtual Observatory”, which is being submitted to NSF’s Partnerships for International Research and Education program. This effort addresses critical research on issues of economical and societal importance.  
The University of Melbourne’s Gridbus project will work with you on developing an iSERVO framework that is compatible with the Cyberinfrastructure (e-infrastructure) being developed by many large Grid projects in a context set by the Global Grid Forum and other interoperability activities such as those coordinated by W3C. In this way heterogeneous data resources from around the Asia Pacific will be accessible for analysis and simulations on Grid and Web Services-linked compute resources and this will be linked to a global collaboration environment. The Grid community will benefit from this experience as the project directly benefits international scientific research and disaster response.

We will be happy to collaborate and work with you in developing international "Grid of Grids" framework, hosting iSERVO Grid nodes; allowing access to our Grid nodes in Australia.

The education and outreach part of your proposal is very important and we anticipate participating in the new curricula and its delivery using Access Grid style collaboration infrastructure. The University of Melbourne has just started a new Master’s degree called “Master of Engineering in Distributed Computing” and we believe that the proposed project provides an excellent opportunity to expose our students to this large e-Science application effort.
We wish you the best of luck with your proposal.
Sincerely Yours

Dr. Rajkumar Buyya

Director, Grid Computing and Distributed Systems Laboratory
Department of Computer Science and Software Engineering

The University of Melbourne

Melbourne, VIC 3053, Australia

Phone: +61-3-8344 1344 

Email:   | raj@cs.mu.oz.au

URL:   http://www.gridbus.org/~raj
