Dear Professor Fox:

I am pleased to have AIHEC participate as a collaborator on your proposal, “Earthquakes, Tsunamis, and the International Solid Earth Research Virtual Observatory”, which is being submitted to NSF’s Partnerships for International Research and Education program. This effort addresses critical research on issues of societal importance, and provides an important opportunity to apply e-Science tools in creating an international collaborative research and education infrastructure. Many of the faculty at our member tribal colleges and universities should be very interested in taking advantage of the resources that will be made available through your proposed iSERVO Grid, which will provide both faculty and students the opportunity to observe and participate in distributed research activities.
AIHEC, through a technical assistance grant under the Tribal Colleges and Universities Program, provides a variety of support services to the tribal colleges as they develop their STEM research and education programs.  Because the iSERVO Grid will provide access to significant research and education resources to those colleges developing, or with plans to develop their geosciences programs, it falls within the scope of our technical assistance program to help identify tribal college faculty and students interested in participating in the iSERVO Grid project. 
I should also mention that AIHEC is a co-founder of the World Indigenous Nations Higher Education Consortium, which seeks to build education program collaborations among indigenous people world-wide.  WINHEC may help to identify additional international participants in the iSERVO Grid project.
We look forward to working with you on this important and exciting project.
Sincerely,

