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Research Summary 
Marlon E. Pierce is a Senior Research Associates at the Community Grids Lab at Indiana 
University.  He received a Ph. D in Physics in 1998 from Florida State University under 
the direction of Prof. Efstratios Manousakis.  His research work is in the overlap of 
computational science and Web technology.  His graduate training is in computational 
condensed matter physics, and his thesis research work involved the development of path 
integral Monte Carlo techniques and codes to study atomically thin quantum films, with a 
particular focus on monolayer helium films physically adsorbed on graphite substrates.  
Following completion of his doctorate, Pierce then shifted the focus of his research work 
towards computational science.  In this area, Pierce has worked in Prof. Geoffrey Fox’s 
research group and has served as project manager, developer, and architect for several 
projects based on Web Service and Grid architectures, including the NSF funded Open 
Grid Computing Environments project and the VLab computational material science 
project, as well as the NASA-funded QuakeSim/SERVOGrid projects for supporting 
Grid-based earthquake simulations. 
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