January 31, 2005

Dear Professor Geoffrey Fox,

     I am writing to express my strongest support for your iSERVO proposal as a part of the APEC Cooperation for Earthquake Simulations (ACES). In 2003 Tokyo University started a Center of Excellence (COE) program for “Predictability of the Evolution and Variation of the Multi-sphere Earth System.” The purpose of this program is to create a new research field in Earth science, named “predictive Earth science,” and establish an advanced research and educational center that can promote the quest for predictability of the evolution and variation of the Earth system. There have been many catastrophes in the past history of the Earth. For the survival of human beings in the 21st century, it is necessary to understand inherent variation mechanism of the Earth system and predict future catastrophes by integrating observations and computer simulations. This is an ultimate goal of Earth science. In order to achieve this goal, we need both international and interdisciplinary collaborations. In the ACES collaborations over the past 7 years, we have shown a strong capability to effectively cooperate among our countries for the common goal. We are now developing it into the International Solid Earth Research Virtual Observatory (iSERVO) institute. 

Sincerely yours,

Mitsuhiro Matsu’ura

Professor of Earth and Planetary Science, University of Tokyo

Co-Leader of Earth Science COE Program, University of Tokyo

ACES ISB Member for Japan
