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Pacific Disaster Center Program Office
March 7, 2005

Prof. Geoffrey C. Fox

Indiana University
Lindley Hall

Bloomington, IN  47405-7000

Dear Professor Fox:
The Pacific Disaster Center would like to express its strong support for your proposal, “Earthquakes, Tsunamis, and the International Solid Earth Research Virtual Observatory (iSERVO),” which is being submitted to the US National Science Foundation’s Partnerships for International Research and Education program (www.nsf.gov/pubs/2005/nsf05533.pdf).  As recent events have shown, earthquakes and tsunamis pose a critical threat to coastal areas, especially those in earthquake-prone regions like the Pacific Rim.  This effort addresses critical research on issues of societal importance involving earthquakes and tsunamis, and is of great interest to us and our stakeholders and customers.

As part of our commitment to the iSERVO effort we will:

1.
Install an iSERVO compatible node.

2.
Participate in applied geoscience research.

3.
Work with you on developing the iSERVO framework compatible with our national cyberinfrastructure.

4.
Participate in the visiting scholars program through exchange of students and scientists between our organizations.

5.
Participate in developing new applications.
6.
Participate in workshops, meetings, etc.

7.
Contribute data, software, and computer cycles.

This project has the potential to further fundamental earthquake and tsunami research, as well as make available tools that will enable more effective disaster management.   This may help agencies and organizations such as the PDC better support national- and local-level preparedness and mitigation activities that aim to reduce the devastating consequences of active tectonic processes.  We wish you the best of luck with your proposal; this could be a very important endeavor for society in general.
Sincerely,
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Earnest D. Paylor, II

PDC Program Director

DOD/OSD/NII, 1235 South Clark Street, Suite 601, Arlington, VA  22202
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