









March 2,2005

Dear Professor Fox:

I am pleased to endorse your proposal, “Earthquakes, Tsunamis, and the International Solid Earth Research Virtual Observatory”, which is being submitted to NSF’s Partnerships for International Research and Education program. This effort addresses critical research on issues of societal importance.  
The China National Grid project will work with you on developing an iSERVO framework that is compatible with the Cyberinfrastructure (e-infrastructure) being developed by many large Grid projects in a context set by the Global Grid Forum, WS-I and other interoperability activities. We expect this to build on the collaboration we just started between the UK OMII (Open Middleware Infrastructure Initiative), the China National Grid and your Grid laboratory. As a result of this cooperation, heterogeneous data resources from around the Asia Pacific will be accessible for analysis and simulations on Grid-linked compute resources and this will be linked to a global collaboration environment. The Grid community will benefit from this experience as the project directly benefits international scientific research and disaster response.
The education and outreach part of your proposal is also very important and we anticipate participating in the new curricula and its delivery using Access Grid style collaboration infrastructure.
We wish you the best of luck with your proposal.
Prof. Depei Qian

Beihang University

Chief Scientist of the China National Grid project
